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Road Test

IBIS DV9
BY ALEX STRICKLAND

➺Nostalgia is a heckuva drug. Look no 
further than my colleague Dan Meyer’s 
review of the Surly Bridge Club on page 
38 where he pines over a long-gone ’90s 
mountain bike. I’m not immune — I 
love the idea of ’90s mountain bikes 
so much I own an old Schwinn from 
the first MTB boom. I even hop on it 
once in a while, and you know what? 
It’s objectively terrible. The geometry 
is a mess, the suspension is pogo-stick-
esque, the bars comically narrow, and 
the paint? Well, the paint is still the best 
there ever was. Point is, modern bikes 
designed for dirt do everything better 
than their predecessors. But ... can they 
do everything?

Ibis, one of the venerated brands 
from the ’90s heyday, introduced the 
DV9 last year as an affordable carbon 
hardtail ready to race on the weekends 
and hit the trails for fun after work 
— or, well, after school. The DV9 was 
inspired by Ibis CEO Hans Heim’s 
daughter, who wanted a bike to race in 
her high school mountain bike league.

As it happens, a few heavy hitters 
in the MTB world have introduced 
“modern” carbon hardtails in the 
last few years. Kona’s Honzo, Santa 
Cruz’s Chameleon, Diamondback’s 
Sync’r, and the DV9 offer a quartet 
of intriguing bikes that could hang 
with the group after work, toe the line 
in a NICA race, or swallow a bit of 
luggage for a bike overnight or even 

IBIS DV9
Price: $3,520

Sizes available: S, M, L, XL

Size tested: L
Weight: 26.5 lbs.  
(without pedals)
 
 

SPECIFICATIONS

• Frame: Carbon fiber monocoque with 
replaceable derailer hanger, two bottle 
mounts  

• Fork: Fox Float Rhythm 34, 120mm

• Handlebar: Ibis alloy riser, 780mm

• Stem: Ibis, 70mm 
• Brake levers: Shimano Deore 

hydraulic

• Brakes: Shimano Deore 4-piston 
hydraulic

• Rear Derailer: SRAM GX Eagle

• Rotors: Shimano, 160mm

• Crankset: SRAM Descendant alloy, 
175mm, 32T

• Cassette: SRAM GX Eagle, 12spd, 
10–50T

• Chain: SRAM GX Eagle

TEST BIKE MEASUREMENTS
• Stack: 634mm

• Reach: 435mm

• Head tube length: 116mm

• Head tube angle: 67.4°

• Seat tube length: 482mm 
(center to top)

• Seat tube angle: 72°

• Top tube: 628mm (effective)

• Chainstays: 439mm 
• Bottom bracket drop: 55mm

• Bottom bracket height: 
300mm

• Fork Offset: 51mm

• Wheelbase: 1147mm

• Standover height: 757mm 
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Contact: Ibis Cycles, 2240 Delaware Ave., 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060, ibiscycles.com, 
866.424.7635

an ultralight bikepacking trip way 
off the beaten path.

IS FIBER FOR REAL?
Carbon for bikepacking? Sure the 

fantastic plastic will never be the 
ideal material for a dedicated round-
the-world touring rig (though that 
hasn’t stopped some people), but the 
material suffers from some dogmatic 
derision in the touring world. When 
it breaks, it breaks catastrophically, 
you say? Don’t break it. Like any 
tool, carbon bikes have an ideal 
application, and generally speaking 
that’s packing light and moving fast. 
Just ask the Salsa Cutthroat. 

Unloaded, the DV9 is stiff and 
responsive. Add some weight and 
it’s still stiff and responsive. Comfort 
comes from the big rubber on this 
rig, and unless you’re tumbling down 
the mountainside alongside the DV9 
instead of atop it, the frame is up for 
plenty of abuse.

It’s also up for some fun. By 
modern standards, the DV9’s 67.4° 
head tube angle (with a 120mm fork 
and 2.6in. tires — it steepens with 
slimmer rubber and a 100mm fork) 
and shortish 1147mm wheelbase 
is conservative, steep even. Those 
specs are befitting an occasional race 
rig, but it also makes for a quick-
handling but not twitchy platform. 
On long, wide-open descents and 
tight, sequential switchbacks, I 
found the DV9 to be a neutral-
handling mountain bike with neither 
the confidence-inspiring stability 
of some of today’s long-wheelbased, 
super-slack trail bikes, nor the 
sawing-at-the-bars twitchiness of 
old-school mountain bikes. I do like 
a quick-steering bike, but even so 
I found the DV9 to be at home on 
some of the area’s most and least 
technical trails.

BUILD KIT
Today’s mountain bikes have 

almost entirely banished the front 
derailer to the dustbin of history, 
and the Ibis is no different — you 
can’t fit one even if you want to. I 

GEARING RANGE• Bottom bracket: SRAM DUB, threaded

• Seatpost: Bike Yoke Revive dropper, 
160mm, 31.6mm

• Saddle: WTB Silverado Pro 

• Headset: Cane Creek 40

• Hubs: Ibis 148 x 12mm rear, 110 x 15mm 
front, thru-axles

• Rims: Ibis 938, 32h, tubeless ready

• Tires: Schwalbe Nobby Nic, 29 x 2.6in., 
tubeless ready
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10 95.0

12 79.2

14 67.9

16 59.3

18 52.8

21 45.1

24 39.4

28 33.8

32 29.6

36 26.4

42 22.5

50 19.0
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rode a slightly modified version of the 
GX Eagle build, including a BikeYoke 
dropper post upgrade, Shimano’s four-
piston Deore brakes vs. the stock two-
piston, and Ibis’s 938 wheels instead 
of the newer and slightly narrower 
S35. SRAM’s GX Eagle drivetrain 
provides a massive 500 percent gear 
range, even if the jumps across 12 
speeds get wide near the top of the 
10–50T cassette and a SRAM-specific 
XD freehub is required. 

I prefer the harder bite Shimano’s 
brakes vs. SRAM, and the four-pot 
Deores could slow a team of oxen. 
Having spent time riding the stock 
two-piston version that’s spec’d on the 
2020 bike, I can confidently say they’re 
plenty for a hardtail like the DV9. 
Ibis’s own 938 alloy wheels turn 2.6in 
Nobby Nics from Schwalbe, and in this 
mid-fat size, the Nics are a force on the 
trail. You can brake late and get out of 
the saddle for a loose climb without 
fear of losing traction — just don’t drop 
the pressure too much. My back wheel 
took a beating on two particularly 
rocky rides on account of my overly 
ambitious pressure-letting, and the 
sealant had a hard time maintaining 
the tubeless seal. 

A Fox Rhythm 34 provides squish 
on the DV9’s suspended end, and 
after some tinkering with air pressure 
I found this OE-only option quite 
impressive if not quite as adjustable as 
more premium models. Not a problem 

for the majority of riders who like a set-
and-forget suspension platform.

For my money, I’d buy the NX Eagle 
build for $600 less and plow $170 back 
into the spec for the BikeYoke dropper 
post upgrade. I want a dropper on any 
off-road bike, and this one was flawless 
during my test period and has a sterling 
reputation for durability.

ON THE TRAIL
The DV9 is light (26lbs.-ish with 

a dropper post and pedals), and it’s 
possible — tempting even — to descend 
a bit faster than your talent would allow. 
Likewise, while the Ibis provides a 
comfortable perch for long days in the 
saddle thanks to the 2.6in tires, it’s still 
a carbon hardtail, and you can’t stay 
seated while pedaling over rough stuff 
like you can with even if a bit of rear 
suspension. It’s more sports car than 
Jeep, and riding washboards or working 
up a ledgy climb requires a more active 
body position on the part of the rider.

Broadly, the Ibis was a much sharper 
plus-sized hardtail than the Trek Stache 
I spend quite a bit of time aboard. 
I think I’m a convert to 2.6in. tires 
(vs. 3.0in. on my Trek), and the four-
pound difference between the bikes 
was readily apparent pointing both up 
the trail and down. But I hammered 
the 938 rims in a way I’ve managed to 
avoid in multiple seasons on the Stache, 
so for longer bikepacking excursions 
on rough and/or fast terrain I’d think 

hard about running a heavier-casing 
tire or inserting some kind of foam rim 
strip so I could reap the benefits of low 
pressure without succumbing to dented 
rims and no pressure when my tire 
springs a leak. 

I’m fully sold on mid-fat tires as a 
sweet spot for a lot of applications, but 
they require a close eye on pressure — 
one psi too much or too little and the 
ride quality dramatically changes.

The small main triangle is a 
boon for standover height and 
accompanying maneuverability — and 
it can hold a pair of water bottles — 
but if you’re looking for a bike with 
potential for serious framebag volume, 
this isn’t it. Your setup will need to 
be limited to bags at the tip and tail, 
which will limit some. A custom 
framebag is possible, but perhaps not 
worth the loss of bottle space for the 
relatively small volume available. 

British rider Rob Goldie raced 
the 2019 Tour Divide on a DV9 sans 
framebag and said, “The Ibis was like 
riding a motorbike on decents and felt 
as light and responsive as my road bike 
climbing. Perfect starting point for a 
Divide rig.” 

And he finished in under 19 days.

FINAL THOUGHTS
If you’re a bikepacking-first, 

after-work-ride–second type, you’re 
going to be continually frustrated 
by the limited luggage capacity and 
the sharp handling of the DV9 — it’s 
just a bit too pointy for a dedicated 
bikepacking platform. And if you’ve 
got time, treasure, and hooks in the 
garage for a quiver, there are probably 
better two-bike combos for straight-
up mountain biking and longer-range 
loaded adventures. But if you can only 
have one knobby-tired bike and your 
riding tends toward single-day outings 
with occasional forays into the field, 
the DV9 offers a lot of bike from a 
top-tier brand for about three grand. 
Versatile, light, fun, bikepack-able — it 
ticks a lot of boxes. Not least of which 
is nostalgia, there’s just something 
about a good hardtail.  

Alex Strickland is the Editor-in-Chief of Adventure 
Cyclist.


