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Road Test

BOMBTRACK  
ARISE TOUR
BY NICK LEGAN

➺Bicycle touring doesn’t need to 
be expensive. A used bike and some 
borrowed gear will get the job done. 
But if you’re looking for a new, 
affordable option, then consider 
the Bombtrack Arise Tour. Here is 
a bicycle that sells for a just under 
$2,000 before taxes and arrives 
with front and rear racks, fenders, a 
dynamo hub, and front and rear lights. 
Add some pedals, a helmet, and a set 
of panniers filled with necessities, and 
you’re ready to go. 

Now, I understand that to some 
extent I’m exaggerating, but what 
Bombtrack has done with the Arise 
Tour is quite remarkable. They have 
bundled some exceptionally thoughtful 
components and accessories with a 
robust, reliable steel frame and fork and 
managed to keep the cost low and the 
looks good. 

STANDOUTS
It starts with that frameset. 

Bombtrack employs traditional touring 
bike geometry and adds, like most 
touring bike makers, disc brakes. When 
loaded down with four panniers, several 
liters of water, a stove, and food, the 
Arise Tour handles well. The steering is 
predictable and the ride is comfortable. 
When unloaded, the Arise Tour is up 
for quicker-paced action, especially 
when negotiating city streets on a 
commute or grocery run. But it’s still a 
decidedly stable machine in any case. 

TEST BIKE MEASUREMENTS
• Stack: 585mm

• Reach: 387mm

• Head tube length: 151mm

• Head tube angle: 70.5°

• Seat tube: 520mm

• Seat tube angle: 73.0°

• Top tube: 565mm (effective)

• Chainstays: 440mm 
• Bottom bracket drop: 75mm

• Fork Offset: 55mm

• Trail: 67.4mm

• Wheelbase: 1059mm

• Standover height: 794mm

BOMBTRACK ARISE TOUR
Price: $1,980

Sizes available: XS, S, M, L, XL

Size tested: M
Weight: 30.74 lbs. (with racks, 
fenders, lights, spare spokes, no 
pedals)

SPECIFICATIONS
• Frame: 4130 double-butted 

chromoly, replaceable derailer 
hanger, spare spoke holder on 
seat stay, mounts for bottles, 
rack, and fender 

• Fork: 4130 chromoly, tapered 
double-butted blades, rack and 
fender mounts, internal dynamo 
hub cable routing

• Handlebar: Bombtrack CX-10, 
31.8mm, 440mm

• Stem: Bombtrack Roam, 7°, 
90mm 

• Shift levers: microSHIFT  
BS-M10 bar-end 

• Brake levers: Tektro RL-340

• Front Derailer: Shimano 
Tiagra 4700

• Rear Derailer: Shimano Deore 
M6000, long cage, clutch

• Brakes: TRP Spyre dual-piston 
mechanical disc, 160mm rotors
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A full complement of braze-ons 
adorns the Arise Tour, and most of 
them are put into use in stock form 
thanks to its included racks and fenders. 
Heck, the bike even comes with spare 
spokes mounted to a spoke holder!

The Arise Tour uses quick-release 
axles both front and rear. While I’m 
typically in favor of thru-axles on 
disc-brake bikes, I’ll readily admit 
that sourcing a quick-release wheel is 
probably still easier in remote areas if 
something goes awry. Thankfully the 
36-hole wheelset uses double-walled 
rims and stout spokes. Likewise the rest 
of the running gear is reliable stuff. The 
Shimano derailers, microSHIFT bar-
end shifters, FSA crank, and TRP Spyre 
brakes are all easy to service and up for 
long miles. 

Even the racks and lights are 
noteworthy. Bombtrack didn’t skimp, 
instead including Tubus racks front and 
rear. Supernova handles the head and 
tail lights, which are wired to be lit the 
entire time you’re riding. This is great 
for visibility, even during the day, but 
you may want to wire in a switch or a 
USB charging port. Additionally, while 
the fork has slick internal routing for 
the headlight, the front Tubus rack 
also has a light mount. If you plan on 
running the front rack all the time, it’s 
probably worth mounting it on the rack 
to get the light forward and eliminate 
the shadow of the rack. 

Want one more detail to convince 
you that Bombtack did its homework? 
Consider that the quick-release 
skewers aren’t quick-release at all. 
Instead they’re slimmer, and more 
theft-resistant, Allen key “slow” release 
skewers. Maybe this was a cost-saving 
measure, but it’s also nice to know that 
if you quickly run into a shop and only 
lock your frame, your wheels are more 
likely to be there when you return. 

SHORTCOMINGS?
If the Arise Tour has a significant 

shortcoming, it’s in its gear range. 
The FSA Omega crank uses the 
increasingly common (and welcome) 
subcompact gearing of 46/30T. At 

 
Contact: Bombtrack Bicycle Company, We 
Make Things GmbH, Richard-Byrd-Strasse 12, 
D-50829 Cologne, Germany, +49.221.5000.57-20, 
bombtrack.com

GEARING RANGE

30 46
11 74.3 113.8

13 62.9 96.4

15 54.4 83.6

17 47.9 73.8

19 43.0 65.9

21 38.9 59.6

24 34.0 52.3

28 29.1 44.6

32 25.6 29.2

36 22.6 34.9

• Crankset: FSA Omega Adventure, 
46/30T, 172.5mm

• Cassette: SunRace CSMS2 
10spd, 11–36T

• Bottom bracket: FSA MegaExo 
BSA, threaded

• Seatpost: Bombtrack Cedar, 
27.2mm

• Saddle: Bombtrack Origin 

• Headset: FSA Orbit MX sealed 
external

• Hubs: KT dynamo QR front, 
Bombtrack Title-Disc QR rear

• Rims: Bombtrack XCD22 double 
wall, 36h

• Tires: Kenda Kwik Tendril,  
700c x 35mm

• Racks: Tubus Tara front, Tubus 
Logo Evo rear

• Lights: Supernova E3 Pure 3 front, 
Supernova E3 Tail Light 2 rear

• Fenders: Bombtrack Pipe 50mm
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the back a SunRace 10-speed 11–36T 
cassette is stock. While a 30-36 low 
gear (22.61 gear inches) is great by 
many standards, it isn’t low enough 
for many riders. But if you keep your 
loads light, or if you’re more of a gear 
churner, then the stock gearing may be 
brilliant for your needs. 

Substituting an 11–40T, 10-speed 
cassette would get that down to 19.72 
gear inches. Unfortunately, that would 
exceed the capacity of the Shimano 
Deore rear derailer according to 
Shimano’s specifications. I have a 
sneaking suspicion though that a handy 
mechanic could get it to work nicely, 
especially if you also considered going 
with a smaller outer chainring. 

I also found that using the bar-
end shifters was quite a change for 
me. While I can certainly appreciate 
the reliability of them, I’m so used to 
brifters now that it seems archaic to 
move my hands that much to perform 
a gear change. Don’t get me wrong 
though, I began cycling with down 
tube friction shifters — I know how 
good I have it!

The big caveat to this complaint is 
that the microSHIFT bar-end shifters 
keep the cost of the bike low and allow 
for the use of Shimano mountain bike 
rear derailers that aren’t compatible 
with Shimano’s own road brifters. So 
is this a shortcoming? Yes and no. It 
allows for a gearing combination that 
isn’t otherwise possible without a cable-
pull adapter. And there are arguments 
in favor of frequently moving your 
hands while riding to help alleviate 
compression issues. But I’ll be darned if 
I still don’t love a brifter.

Lastly, the rear Kenda Kwik Tendril 
tire that arrived on the Bombtrack had a 
wicked bump in its casing. I replaced it 
with another tire I had on hand before 
riding the bike. If you were to purchase 
an Arise Tour at your local bike shop, it’s 
something they would happily address. 
But it’s worth a quick mention. 

CONCLUSION
In terms of versatility, most cyclists 

understand the inherent multipurpose 
abilities of a touring bike. They make 
great commuter bikes and will easily 

tackle weekend rides as well. The 
Bombtrack increases that with extra tire 
clearance. If you remove the fenders from 
the Arise Tour, a pair of 40mm gravel 
tires will fit with ease. So the Bombtrack 
could play touring bike during extended 
trips, commuter on a day-to-day basis, 
and then take on the odd mixed-surface 
rally throughout the year. 

I also have to say that, in many cases, 
inexpensive bikes look cheap. Not so 
with the Bombtrack. In fact, I found the 
frame’s dark teal color very fetching. 
The only areas where some pennies 
were obviously pinched were at the 
stem, handlebar, seatpost, and saddle. 
But they are all still parts that I wouldn’t 
hesitate to take on a tour. In fact, I found 
the handlebar, and its ovalized tops, 
exceptionally comfortable. 

While bicycles, just like a gallon 
of milk or a loaf of bread, continue to 
become more expensive, it’s nice to see 
that an affordable, carefully researched 
bike like the Bombtrack Arise Tour is 
still possible.  

Nick Legan is the technical editor of Adventure Cyclist.


