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➺ By the time you read this, Adventure 
Cycling staff will have convened more 
than 40 gatherings around America, 
meeting with thousands of members and 
others interested in bike travel. (Thanks 
to all of you who have come out!) When 
I’ve asked attendees what Adventure 
Cycling service they’ve appreciated the 
most (apart from the magazine), our 
routes and maps are the most popular. 
People love the expertise and clarity 
that our cartographers bring to these 
products. They appreciate how we act as 
a clearinghouse and designer for creating 
the best cycling routes in North America.

As someone who also loves our maps 
(I’ll use them on part of the Atlantic 
Coast Route this summer), it is with great 
excitement that I share with you some 
new initiatives our staff is working on. All 
of these spring from our new strategic 
plan, to sustain and expand Adventure 
Cycling’s role as the “premier provider of 
high-quality bicycle travel routes, service 
information, and navigation tools in 
North America.”

ROUTES
In May, we’ll release the new Arkansas 
High Country Route, 1,200-plus miles 
of mixed terrain, roads, and trails 
circumnavigating the northwest quadrant 
of the Razorback State — a route that will 
provide beautiful, quiet, year-round riding 

down south. After that, our team will work 
on two new paved routes for 2020: an 
east–west connector between Yellowstone 
National Park and the Twin Cities, 
running through the Black Hills and by 
Mount Rushmore and Devil’s Tower; and a 
Delmarva (Delaware–Maryland–Virginia) 
alternate on the Atlantic Coast, away from 
the big cities and closer to the water. (Cool 
fact: completing these projects will mean 
Adventure Cycling has a route traversing 
every state in the Lower 48.)

THE MOTHER OF ALL  
BICYCLE NETWORKS
Earlier this year, we started a visionary 
planning project to interconnect 
Adventure Cycling routes with official 
U.S. Bicycle Routes (especially where 
Adventure Cycling routes don’t exist) 
to connect America’s major metro 
areas, national parks, and other popular 
destinations. By 2023, our objective is to 
create a seamless, easy-to-use network 
for the traveling cyclist. When I describe 
this project to our members, they nod 
with a gleam in their eye — and they’re 
excited that this will be the largest 
mapped cycling network in the world.

GEOSPATIAL DATABASE AND  
MORE DIGITAL GOODNESS
We used a portion of our Life 
Member Fund (for long-term 

investments in Adventure Cycling’s 
future) to purchase hardware and 
hire a consultant to work with our 
staff on a state-of-the-art database 
that will dramatically improve our 
cartographic infrastructure. We 
will now be able to update routes 
more quickly and potentially be 
able to crowdsource services along 
the routes, giving you more service 
options and information. Additionally, 
we’ve appreciated the popularity 
of our new map app, Bicycle Route 
Navigator, and are continuing to add 
new features — look for version 2.1 of 
the free app on Google Play and the 
App Store where you can purchase all 
the route segments you want.

It’s an ambitious and exciting time 
for our cartography crew — but more 
important, it’s going to be an awesome 
time for anyone interested in having 
the best possible bicycle routes and 
navigation systems in North America. 
Thank you for helping make this 
possible through your support — and 
let us know what routes you plan to 
take in the coming year!
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