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NPS Active Transportation Guidebook 

The NPS is developing an Active Transportation 
Guidebook for parks and gateway communities 
interested in encouraging and promoting walking 
and bicycling both to and within national parks. 
This document is intended to inspire NPS staff, 
as well as community and local government 
partners, to consider potential areas of 
improvement for active transportation.

Traveling to or exploring national parks by foot, bicycle, 
or other nonmotorized means provides park visitors 
with opportunities to experience natural, cultural, and 
historical places in new ways. Active transportation 
infrastructure and programs offer a broad range of 
benefits to parks and surrounding communities, and help 
parks and communities better manage vehicle congestion, 
promote resource preservation, and accommodate 
current and increased visitation by providing alternatives 
to driving.

The forthcoming Active Transportation Guidebook will 
include best practice examples, lessons-learned, and key 
considerations of for developing active transportation 
infrastructure and programs. 
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A Resource on Supporting Walking and Bicycling for National Parks and Their Partners (Forthcoming)

See the back page for more details on the 
Guidebook contents. 
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The Guidebook will include the following chapters:

1. Policy Context: Provides an overview of NPS
specific policies, as well as federal, state, and local
laws that can support parks and partners in pursuing
bicycling and walking projects.

2. Planning and Elements of Project Development:
Provides an overview of transportation planning
at the NPS and at state and regional agencies; NPS
management authorities and park goals; and an
overview of project development and inventorying
active transportation infrastructure, programs,
opportunities, and needs.

3. Infrastructure and Multimodal Connectivity:
Introduces types of infrastructure (e.g., pedestrian
pathways, multiuse trails, bike lanes, signs/wayfinding,
pavement markings, bicycle racks, etc.) and strategies
for improving connectivity between modes.

4. Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety: Provides information
and resources to evaluate and improve safety for active
modes. Strategies include infrastructure improvements,
safety education, enforcement, and emergency
response.

5. Partnerships and Funding:  Explains the benefits
of and purposes for partnerships and physical
connections with surrounding communities, partner
funding opportunities, and case studies of successful
active transportation partnerships.

6. Visitor Activities and Programs: Discusses visitor
programming related to guided tours, special events,
bicycle travel policies and touring routes, as well as
policy considerations.

7. Open Streets Opportunities: Explores the potential
benefits of open streets, or “car-free,” opportunities
in national parks and provides best practices based on
existing case studies.

8. Bicycle Sharing and Rental Systems: Discusses
types of bicycle sharing and rental systems,
opportunities and constraints, and case studies.

9. Employee and Operational Opportunities:
Explores opportunities to support and promote
active transportation for employees such as incentive
programs and bicycle fleets used for operations

activities.

10. Innovative Technologies 
and Emerging Trends: Discusses
emerging topics, such as bicycle
and pedestrian counts, e-bicycles,
fat tire bicycles, and automated
vehicles.

For more information on current 
transportation efforts in the 
National Park Service, see: 

www.nps.gov/transportation
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