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Over 6,100 people throughout the world (16 countries, including 49 U.S. states, Washington, DC, and seven  

Canadian provinces) participated in 527 trips during the fourth annual Bike Travel Weekend, May 31–June 2.  

Bike Travel Weekend participants rode a collective 506,042 miles during the first weekend of June. That’s an average of 

82 miles per person traveled by bike! 

2

Photo: Kelly Leonard, Roseburg, Oregon Photo: Tim Morrison, Ellisville, Missouri

Photo: Ernest Grillo, Sammamish, Washington

Photo: Kasey McClurg, Lake George, Colorado

“Not being able to have a 
campfire did not lessen the  
enjoyment of spending time 
with others on bicycles. We 
made our own little village  
with numerous tents and lit up 
our encampment with battery- 
powered patio lights. The coffee 
from Black Coffee Roasting Co. 
was very welcome each morning, 
and as an organizer, I  
appreciated all the help from 
Adventure Cycling. Can’t wait 
for Bike Your Park Day!”  
-2019 Bike Travel Weekend  

participant

June 5–7, 2020:  
Save the date for 
next year’s 
Bike Travel Weekend!

Photo: Jim McDonell, Pine City, Minnesota

Adventure Cycling offered four fully supported Bike Travel 

Weekend trips on June 1–2 in Denver, Chicago, Seattle, and 

Cape Cod.  More than a quarter of participants, ages two to 77, 

experienced their first bike overnight, and everyone could

claim participation in two additional initiatives:  Great Outdoors 

Month  in June and the American Hiking Society’s  National 

Trails Day  on June 1.
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High Bike Travel Weekend participation in  
the top 15 states

“This was a great event to take 
others bike touring to share 
my love for bike touring. Being 
there to watch five others fall 
in love with bike touring to a 
camping spot and live on a bike 
was very full filling.” 
-Gary Davis, Richland, Washington

“The most rewarding part of 
this trip was seeing the joy in 
the participants and hearing 
that they would not have made 
this trip on their own.” 
-Kurstin Graham, Reno, Nevada

Thank you to 299 Bike Travel Weekend volunteers from eight countries (Australia, Brazil, 

Canada, Finland, Germany, Philippines, the UK, and the U.S., including 45 U.S. states and 

Washington, DC). Bike Travel Weekend Advisors and Influencers provided bike travel 

resources and guidance to participants and helped promote Bike Travel Weekend.

Photo: Peg Schmidt, Pittsburgh, PA

“To be honest, I didn’t know about Bike Travel Weekend until I received an email 
from a ride organizer. I am still a newbie rider, and it was one of my goals this year. 
I am so glad I went out of my comfort zone and did it! A big thanks to Erick and his 
family and friends for all the work they did for us!!”
-2019 Bike Travel Weekend participant

Weekend trips took place in 15 states in the U.S. that  
included diverse regions of the country, including the 
West Coast, Midwest, and East Coast.

Photo: Mike Vogl, Mile High City Bike Travel Weekend (Denver Loop)
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In addition, cyclists in 13 other countries participated and include: Australia, 
Canada, The Gambia, Germany, France, Ireland, India, Japan, the Marshall 
Islands, Pakistan, Portugal, Spain, and the United Kingdom.
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98%   will participate in Bike Travel  

             Weekend again

Photos: Glenn Schneider, Chicago               

What Motivated People to Participate

“The experience of bike travel is so rewarding! 
Knowing what you have accomplished and seeing 
others have as well! It is good for the mind, body, 
and soul.”
-2019 Bike Travel Weekend participant

Bike Travel Weekend
participants rode a  

collective 506,042 miles
during the weekend of  

May 31–June 2.
That’s more than riding  

from the Earth to the 
moon and back!

Battle to the Dunes

Bike Travel Weekend participants rode over 
500,000 miles.

Bike Travel Weekend participants rode an average of  
82 miles each over the course of the weekend.

Participants ranked their reasons for taking part in Bike Travel Weekend

1.   Experience the joy of bike travel (38%)

2.   Be part of Bike Travel Weekend (15%)

3.   Be outside and feel more connected  

     

4.   Spend time with others (10%)  

5.   Get exercise and maintain my physical  

   

6.   Support Adventure Cycling Association (8%)

7.   Be part of National Trails Day (2%)

Over 70 participants and staff ranging from age 14 to 73 
rode 70+ miles from Chicago to Indiana Dunes  
National Park, June 1–2. The Battle to the Dunes was one 
of four fee-based Bike Travel Weekend trips offered by 

Adventure Cycling. We teamed up with Out Our Front 
Door for Battle to the Dunes. The group started at On 
Tour Brewing Company in Chicago and rode to Indian 
Dunes National Park to camp for the night. 

A rainstorm didn’t dampen their spirits as they enjoyed  
dinner and live bluegrass music at camp. Some participants 
took the train back to Chicago the next day while others 
took a shorter, more industrial route back to the brewery.

  with nature (18%)

  health (9%)
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* Did not know: The registrant did not know where they would spend the night at the time of registration.

Bike Travel Weekend Overnight Location

The majority of participants camped while others stayed in hotels, B&Bs, hostels, or friends’ houses.
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“It was a fine mini-adventure  
of three days riding in the  
Willamette Valley. I try to let 
people know how easy and fun 
these little bike trips are, that 
you don’t need to go to an exotic 
place or make big plans and 
preparations. Just get out and 
ride to nearby parks and  
campgrounds.”  
-2019 Bike Travel Weekend  
participant

“I had the pleasure of taking 
four people on their first bike 
tour. They had a blast and are  
ready for more.”  
-2019 Bike Travel Weekend  
participant

97% will go on a bike overnight again.

   • 21% said their Bike Travel Weekend trip made them want to go on        
      another bike overnight.

   • 76% said they already wanted to go on another bike overnight

Photo: Jane Zanetto, San Rafael, California

Photo: Glenn Schneider, Chicago

Where Did Participants Spend the Night?

28% of Bike Travel Weekend participants went on a bike  
overnight for the first time.
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Cape Cod Bike Travel Weekend

“We enjoyed a 10-mile mountain bike ride into a mountain meadow, 
next to clear running stream. We were all alone for the evening except 
for an amazing number of songbirds, a few deer, and, at dark,  
thousands of stars.” 
-2019 Bike Travel Weekend participant

“I had planned a couple 50ish miles for each day 
(threw in a 15-miler on Monday for fun) and 
posted it on Adventure Cycling. I did have a bit of  
interest from several people but didn’t work out 
for them. The trip went perfect! I must confess the 
Adventure Cycling-Bike Travel Weekend really 
instigated the trip and I am not sure if it would 
have come together without the organization. 
I am so thankful for the effort AC puts into the 
weekend. Only snag of the trip was bringing the 
wrong tent (brought single man, no way we were 
both fitting! LOL so emergency hotel reservations 
were in order). Super weekend! Thank you,  
Adventure Cycling!” 
-2019 Bike Travel Weekend participant

Photos: Gary Briere

Bike Travel Weekend Testimonials

Over 80 participants and staff ranging from age 
11 to 74 rode 60+ miles from South Dennis, 
Massachusetts, to Nickerson State Park, June  
1–2. Cape Cod Bike Travel Weekend was one  
of four fee-based Bike Travel Weekend trips  
offered by Adventure Cycling. We teamed up 
with River’s Edge Cycling for Cape Cod Bike 
Travel Weekend. Cyclists enjoyed a lobster  
bake and live music at camp.

Photo: Kyle Trebotich



  

22%  Shared Bike Travel Weekend stickers and/or postcards in community or with friends

  9%  Hung up Bike Travel Weekend posters and/or flyers in community

19%  Included information about Bike Travel Weekend in bike club, bike shop, or meet-up newsletter

36%  Shared Bike Travel Weekend on social media channels

17%  Shared #biketravelweekend on social media channels

20%  Shared the web link “BikeTravelWeekend.org”

  4%  Purchased Bike Travel Weekend socks and/or  

         T-shirt(s) in Adventure Cycling’s Cyclosource store
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Sharing Bike Travel Weekend

58% of people shared Bike Travel Weekend promotion resources in a variety of ways
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Sharing Bike Travel Weekend
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Prizes & Swag

Save the date for 
Bike Travel Weekend  
in 2020 on June 5–7!

Everyone who registered for Bike Travel Weekend 

received a Bike Travel Weekend sticker in the mail, 

and the first 250 people who registered received a 

three-ounce bag of coffee courtesy of Black Coffee 

Roasting Co. 

Everyone who registered by May 26 was entered to 

win a bike from Co-Op Cycles. The winner of the 

bike will be announced in January 2020.


