
ADVENTURE CYCLIST’S SEVENTH ANNUAL

BICYCLE TRAVEL PHOTO CONTEST
How far can you travel without leaving your desk? If you’re 
tasked with reviewing the 450-plus images in the Adventure 
Cyclist photo contest — as a lucky few staffers here are — you 
can go around the world from your office chair. Our top 11 (we 
just couldn’t decide between the final two) are published here 
for your enjoyment, but this year’s entries were the strongest yet 
and the “best” photos go far beyond 11. What we learned is that 

the great mountain ranges of Asia and South America provide 
both inspiration and an unmissable backdrop; the salt flats of 
Bolivia might be virtually uninhabited but are certainly popular 
with bicycle travelers; and that whether on a traditional bike, a 
tandem, a recumbent, or even a unicycle, there’s no better way 
to view this wide world than awheel. To submit your best shot in 
next year’s contest, visit adventurecycling.org/photocontest.

FIRST PLACE: SUNRISE IN CAPPADOCIA
(above) SUSANNE VAN AARDENNE – This 
was the most magical morning four months 
into our current 21-month journey. We were 
filled with surprise when we were awoken 
at 5:00am by the sound of hot air balloon 
burners. See more at TwistingSpokes.com.

THIRD PLACE: BUSH CAMPING
(right) NIKO KROEGER – Camping some-
where along the Oodnadatta Track in South 
Australia during an 18-month tandem ride 
through South America, China, Australia, 
and who knows where else (we’re still on 
the road).

SECOND PLACE: BOLIVIA UYUNI
(top right) PAOLA OJEDA – My husband Ed 
took this picture of me. We were so happy to 
have reached the Salar, it was very difficult 
to get to this place. That night, there was a 
huge storm, we didn’t know if we were going 
to be able to cross, but when we got there, 
we saw the most amazing natural phenom-
enon — the Salar was a perfect mirror, the 
sky was amazing, and the reflection out of 
this world ... like riding in the sky. 
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The Eighth Annual Adventure Cyclist 
Photo Contest opens September 1, 2016. 
Check adventurecycling.org/ 
photocontest for more info.
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(above left) MATTHEW BEEDLE – Amy 
Klepetar and son Liam (4) ride the rough 
final kilometers into El Chalten, Argentina, 
after completing the ferry-hike-ferry cross-
ing from the southern end of the Carretera 
Austral, Chile.

(left) LUCY BUCHANAN-PARKER – Amy 
Alberto takes advantage of the only shade 
to be found on the world’s largest salt flat, 
the Salar de Uyuni, Bolivia.

(above) PEI TING THAM – Hunting down 
traditional coffee while cycling in Ipoh, 
Malaysia.

(right) TOM WALWYN – Emerging into a 
world of blown sand and pounding waves 
along the west coast of Tasmania.
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(above left) ROB LUTTER – Pushing to 
the summit of Anzob Pass in the Tajik 
Himalayas. Covered in dust and racing 
to stay ahead of the gathering storm as 
we neared the 3,400-meter pass. This 
was the halfway point of the four-year, 
40,000-kilometer adventure “Lifecycle,” a 
solo journey around the earth by bike rais-
ing £5,000 for mental health charities. See 
more at roblutter.com/lifecycle.

(left) MARCUS MUMFORD – A ladder of 
rough, rocky switchbacks lead the way up 
to a summit at over 4,000 meters in the 
Indian Himalaya to be rewarded with an 
amazing mountain panorama while resting 
against the Buddhist Stupa.

(right) JEAN-PHILLIP TOURNUT – 
Pedaling through the dust in Uzbekistan 
during a three-year journey from France to 
Central Asia.

(above right) MIEKE OEY – Contemplating 
the stunning Tibetan mountains in Sichuan 
Province, China, on the road to Litang. 
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