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Judy Cureton
Story by alison riley

A Bikecentennial veteran never learned how to tame the
adventurous spirit inside, and we’re thankful for that

➺ AS A CHILD, Adventure Cycling
life member Judy Cureton learned to
balance two wheels on a borrowed bike
in her neighbor’s driveway. She couldn’t
have imagined then that her love of
bicycles would eventually inspire her to
ride thousands of miles on six different
continents. Judy took to cycling early,
claiming that even as most little girls

44

ADVENTURE CYCLIST

j u n e 2 01 3

were leaving their bikes behind for
other interests, she continued to
embrace her passion. Graduating to her
very own single speed, which she rode
well into her teen years, Judy knew
she and bicycling were destined for
great things, but it was her experiences
during Bikecentennial in 1976 that
would change the course of her life.

Enter the mighty 10-speed. While
getting her Schwinn Suburban serviced
at a local bike shop back in 1975, Judy
noticed a Bikecentennial poster on the
wall. She thought, “I’m doing that.”
Within a month, she was signed up as
a member of Bikecentennial and has
been one ever since. After a few years
of renewing her membership, Judy
became a life member of Adventure
Cycling, one of the first hundred to do
so, and she has remained a loyal part of
the organization.
Judy is a true adventure cyclist
and has cycled on every continent not
covered by glaciers, and she possesses
the physical fitness to prove it. She’s
not a racer — she’s a tourist, and you’d
better know the distinction. Her
favorite experiences have nothing to
do with the speed or distance she is
riding, they involve the setting, the
sensory delights, and the people she
meets. “During Bikecentennial, I was
riding along one evening. The sky was
pretty, the weather was great, and the
wind was blowing. I was by myself, and
I found myself singing ‘America the
Beautiful.’ Riding alone, I just couldn’t
help it.” Though that first bicycle tour
in the summer of ’76 was one of her
favorites, Judy is quick to list New
Zealand as one of her favorites. She
assembled a group using Adventure
Cyclist’s Companions Wanted service
and ended up not just finding touring
partners but making life-long friends.

A lifetime of benefits and long-term support for bicycle travel.

Funds from the Life Membership Program
are put into a special account to provide
long-term support for Adventure Cycling
Association. In the past, these funds have
helped us purchase and upgrade our
headquarters, saving us thousands of dollars
in interest payments.
If bicycle travel is an important part of
your life, please consider making a lifetime
commitment by joining as an Adventure
Cycling Life Member. To find out more, visit
adventurecycling.org/membership or give
Julie Huck a call at (800) 755-2453 x 214.
Thanks to these new life members who
joined with their support in the last year:
• Thomas Albrecht, Scottsdale, AZ
• Keith Amidon & Rani Menon, Los Altos, CA
• Roger Armstrong, Miller Place, NY
• Silvia Ascarelli, Princeton Junction, NJ
• Jim Baross Jr., San Diego, CA
• Victor Barrett, Sevierville, TN
• John Beaston, Portland, OR
• Harry L. Belin, Potomac, MD
• Ricky Chu, Glen Cove, NY
• Michael R Cooper, Berkeley, CA
• Bridget Disney, Omaha, NE
• Joe Dobson, Charleston, SC
• Christopher Dorobek, Washington, DC
• Randy & Margaret Foltz, Moscow, ID
• Jerry Frey, Clinton, SC
• Tom Goetz, Reston, VA
• John Graff, Denver, CO
• Steve Hall, Sarasota, FL
• Laura Herman, Traverse City, MI
• Gail & Wilson Hubbell, Santa Barbara, CA
• Holly & Matthew Johnson, Bedford, NH
• Pamela Kane, Portland, OR
• Lewis H. Kent, St. Petersburg, FL
• Jon Kolba, Crooks, SD
• Gary Landwirth, Asheville, NC

“It was so wonderful, I have a thousand
stories I could share.” South Africa and
Butan follow as other favorites.
If you ask Judy about the seventh
continent, Antarctica, her response is
simply, “I’ll ride it if it has roads.” Cycle
touring appeals to Judy because of how
it fits into the rest of her lifestyle. She
is an incredibly active person who has
always had interests in other countries
and cultures and she as found bicycle
touring to be a more personal way to
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• David Larson, Rochester, NY
• Henny Lettinck, Utrecht, Netherlands
• Steven Magas, Cincinnati, OH
• Sheila Martin, Brooklyn, NY
• Jeff Martyka, Lake Zurich, IL
• Gene Masuda, Sacramento, CA
• Lucy McClellan & Joe Beaird, Brooklyn, NY
• Daniel Metrick, Wayland, MA
• Christian & Jacqueline Monz, Perl, Germany
• Kristi Moore & Neill Thompson, Anthem, AZ
• Larry O’Reilly, Springfield, MO
• James R. O`Brien, Ridgewood, NJ
• Dave Points, Magnolia, TX
• Robert Powers & Doria Harris,
Lyndeborough, NH
• Sheryl Praska, Indiana, PA
• Steven Richards, Denver, CO
• Bobbie Rothen & Anita Thomas, Hagerstown,
MD
• Jeffrey Salisbury & Christine Plepys,
Newport, KY
• Dick Schwanke, Abingdon, MD
• Larry Scott, Encinitas, CA
• Paul Severance, Washington, DC
• James R. Shoemaker, Katy, TX
• Terry Staples, Orange, VA
• Michael Stucky, Raleigh, NC
• Harold Tarry, Smithtown, NY
• Mike Thompson & Karen Whitten, Flagstaff,
AZ
• Marianne Van Der Weiden, Utrecht,
Netherlands
• Greg Vaughan, Norco, CA
• Clint Wagoner, Moscow, ID
• Catherine Walker & David Fuqua, Seattle,
WA
• Tammy Wert, Yellowstone National Park, WY
• Thomas H Whitbeck III, Waukegan, IL
• Marcia Williams, Franklin, TN
• Sheila Wong & Jeff Johnson, Chandler, AZ

see these faraway places than other
forms of travel. Next up? A bike tour
with her grandchildren, location yet to
be decided. In the meantime, you can
find Judy ambling along the foothills
of Missouri on her recumbent, gravel
riding on her mountain bike, kayaking
with her friends, or working part time at
a local bike shop. Did I mention Judy is
75, and only has one-and-a-half lungs?
Without a doubt, Judy is an inspiration
to us all.

A BAG FOR
EVERY BIKE AND
EVERY USE.

Hand crafted in Lancashire,
England, providing quality cycle
luggage for over 80 years.
Carradice is the choice for
worldwide cycling expeditions,
commuting and touring.
Experience the difference
at a dealer near you.
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