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Road Test
SPECIFICATIONS
Specialized AWOL EVO
Price: $2,490

Sizes available: XS, S, M, L, XL

Size tested: M
Weight: 34.6 lbs. (including 
racks, fenders, pedals, bottle 
cages)

TEST BIKE MEASUREMENTS
1.  Seat tube: 49.5cm

2.  Top tube: 57.5cm (effective)

3.  Head tube angle: 72°

4.  Seat tube angle: 73.5°

5.  Chainstays: 45.5cm

6.   Bottom bracket drop: 7cm

7.  Crank spindle height  
above ground: 28.6cm

8.  Fork offset: 5cm

9.   Wheelbase: 107.2cm

10.  Standover height: 79.4cm

11.   �Frame: Fully butted premium 
Cr-Mo, heat treated

12.  Fork: Butted premium Cr-Mo, 
unicrown, heat treated

13.  Rims: 29in. disc, AL6061-T6, 
double-wall

14.   Front Hub: Shimano Dynamo 
DH-3D32-QR

14. Rear Hub: Specialized Hi Lo 
      disc, alloy

15.  Tires: Specialized Borough, 
700c x 45mm

16.    Bottom bracket: FSA 
MegaExo

17.    Crankset: FSA 386 
Gossamer, 32-48

18.   Cassette: SRAM PG 1030, 
10-speed, 11-36

19.    Chain: KMC X10, reusable 
Missing Link

SPECIALIZED  
AWOL EVO
BY KRISTEN LEGAN 

➺GOING AWOL has never been more 
fun than when heading out the door 
aboard the aptly named Specialized 
AWOL adventure bike. Straight out of 
the box, the new AWOL EVO, priced 
at $2,490, was ready for any adventure 
I could dream up, big or small. 

The bike’s smart features, versatile 
components, and comfortable details 
made the AWOL an outstanding 
multifaceted steed. While it is indeed 
an adventure bike, it isn’t exclusively 
suited for conquering Death Valley 
or traipsing across New Zealand, 
although it has recently been tested 
in both of these locations. The 
AWOL EVO is an everyday bike 
great for commuting on weekdays 
while thriving on long weekend 
explorations. 

The Specialized designers and 
engineers who worked together in 
creating the new EVO affectionately 
call themselves “Team AWOL.” 
They’re a small group of avid 
bikepackers and cycle tourists 
with a clear understanding of what 
adventure bikes should be all about. 
They used their personal touring 
experiences to come up with 
innovative and insightful details that 
make the EVO the best AWOL model 
that Specialized has ever produced. 

Parts that Make the Whole
The new AWOL EVO’s most 

innovative upgrade is the integrated 
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20.    Brake-shift levers: SRAM Apex

21.    Front derailer: SRAM Apex

21. Rear derailer: SRAM X9 Type 2,  
      10-speed, long cage

22.    Brakes: TRP HY/RD Hydraulic 
Disc Brake

23.    Pedals: Alloy, one-piece body 
with reflectors

24.    Seat post: Specialized CG-R 
carbon

25.    Stem: Specialized 3D forged 
alloy, 70mm, 6° rise

26.    Handlebar: Specialized AWOL, 
12-degree flair-out, 31.8mm

27.    Headset: 1-1/8” sealed Cr-Mo 
cartridge bearings integrated 
with headset, 15mm cone spacer

28.    Saddle: Specialized Romin, Cr-
Mo hollow rails

29.    Fenders: Specialized AWOL

GEARING IN INCHES
 48 32
11 121.6 81

13 102.5 68.8

15 89.2 59.4

17 78.7 52.4

19 70.4 46.9

22 60.8 40.5

25 53.5 35.7

28 52.8 31.8

32 47.8 27.9

36 37.1 24.8

Contact: Specialized Bicycles, 
15130 Concord Circle, Morgan Hill, 
California 95037, 877.808.8154, 
specialized.com

Supernova light and battery charging 
system. The bike’s front and rear lights 
are powered by a Shimano Dynamo 
front generator hub. When the lights 
aren’t in use, Supernova’s The Plug USB 
port can charge electronics like a phone 
or GPS. The Plug simply replaces the 
bike’s headset cap for easy access and 
hassle-free charging. 

To change between these two 
settings or to simply turn everything 
off, Specialized and Supernova created 
a nifty handlebar switch specifically 
designed for the AWOL EVO. Located 
where the right bar-end plug would 
normally go, the switch quickly flips 
between lights, battery, and off modes 
so you can easily redirect the generator 
hub’s power while rolling down the 
road. 

Two members of Team AWOL 
hatched this innovative concept while 
racing the 2013 Transcontinental Race 
between London and Istanbul. They 
started with prototype switches that 
were epoxied into small boxes and 
zip-tied to their stems. Now, after much 
testing and tinkering, the switch is a 
convenient and intuitive addition that’s 
fully integrated for a clean look.  

Aiding this outstanding lighting 
integration are the racks and fenders 
that come stock on the AWOL EVO. At 
the back of the bike, a Tubus rear rack 
provides a stable mounting surface for 
the Supernova E3E-Bike Tail Light. 
The fender also helps by neatly tucking 
away and protecting the light’s wires. At 
the front, Supernova’s powerful E3 Pure 
3 light sits on a custom mount located 
on the front of Specialized’s new “World 
Famous Pizzarack.” 

Named by the jokesters at 
Specialized, the new rack comes 
packaged in a pizza box when 
purchased separately from the AWOL 
EVO. While the name was made in 
jest, it instantly had me wondering if 
the rack would be a suitable place for 
carrying an actual pizza box — you 
never know when a cheesy, greasy 
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craving will hit mid-tour — so I figured 
I should test this out. The rack does, 
in fact, carry a pizza box quite nicely. 
I also found that an impromptu pizza 
picnic on the side of a road or along a 
trail is something everyone should try 
at least once. 

Versatility in the Components
The Specialized Borough tires that 

come stock with the AWOL EVO were 
fast rolling and reliable for nearly all 
conditions. On the road, the smooth 
tread down the center of each tire made 
for an efficient and comfortable ride. 
However, gravel paths and dirt roads 
were where the Borough tires really 
stood out. Their 45mm width was fat 
enough to eat up bumps along the road 
but sufficiently narrow to keep the 
bike feeling fast and agile. The knobby 
outer tread dug into loose corners and 
soft surfaces for addition control and 
comfort. 

While the Borough tires worked 
great on all the roads and trails I 
ventured out on, the AWOL EVO can 
fit up to 2-inch tires for even more off-
road versatility. 

As for gearing and component 
versatility, the AWOL EVO comes 
equipped with SRAM APEX 
components that offer a wide gear 
range for any adventure. The 48/32 
front chainrings paired with an 11/36 
10-speed cassette had me spinning up 
steady mountain climbs and still gave 
me something to push against while 
descending down the other side.  

On these descents, the TRP HY/
RD open hydraulic disc brakes with 
160mm rotors performed exceptionally 
well. There was plenty of bite with each 
pull of the levers, and I felt in control 
and comfortable when flying down a 
steep mountain road with the bike fully 
loaded. 

Adding to the AWOL’s comfort and 
control, the bike’s “distance” geometry 
set me in an upright position without 
feeling like I was a sail in the wind. The 
AWOL EVO’s long wheelbase and top 
tube as well as the tall head tube and 
low bottom bracket made me feel like 
I was riding “inside” the bike rather 
than on top. This made for a unique 
feeling of control and comfort unlike 
many touring or bikepacking bikes I’ve 

ridden before. 
The AWOL EVO offers several 

additional comfort features to enhance 
the already smooth ride. First, the bike 
comes with a Specialized carbon CG-R 
seatpost. Amusingly called the “Cobble 
Gobbler,” this seatpost is designed to 
mute road vibrations and isolate the 
rider from bumps along the way. While 
carbon isn’t the material of choice for 
many bikepackers and touring cyclists, 
I think the CG-R seatpost is a great 
choice for the AWOL EVO. Built with 
modern carbon layups, the seatpost is 
both durable and forgiving on bumpy 
dirt roads. Also, the bike’s AWOL alloy 
handlebars have a sweeping 12-degree 
flair at the drops for additional hand 
positions. The bar helps reduce hand a 
wrist fatigue caused from riding in the 
same position all day long.  

Together, the comfortable ride and 
imaginative details created a fun and 
exciting experience every time I set out 
for an adventure upon the AWOL EVO. 
I searched for new roads and trails and 
found an abundance of unseen (to me) 
and unexplored routes that I never 
knew existed. 

For a company that focuses much 
of its creativity and energy on high 
performance racing bikes, Specialized 
nailed the adventure category with 
the new AWOL EVO. The attention to 
detail and thoughtful design obviously 
came from a group of people who are 
passionate about bike touring and 
bikepacking. While the $2,490 EVO 
model is packed with smart features 
and what some might consider luxuries, 
other more affordable and less-plush 
AWOL models are also available, 
including a framset-only option. 

After commuting, touring, 
bikepacking, and just plain old 
adventuring on the EVO, I found a new 
perspective on term “Going AWOL.” 
The bike inspired me to stop following 
my normal, everyday routes and gave 
me the tool to wander down unknown 
roads.  

Kristen Legan is a Colorado native who lives for 
two-wheel adventures the world over. She was one of 
six women to ride the entire Tour de France in 2012 
as part of the women’s Rêve Tour team. Besides riding 
and writing about bikes, Legan also coaches with 
APEX Coaching out of Boulder, Colorado.


