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Road Test

AZUB SIX
BY BRYAN BALL 

➺EVERY Azub recumbent bears a 
sticker that proudly proclaims “Built 
in Czech” and their sales director, 
Honza Gala, can also proudly 
proclaim (although he doesn’t) that he 
probably knows more about touring 
with a recumbent bicycle than anyone 
else on the planet. Honza has ridden 
the world and spent weeks on end in 
some of the most remote places on 
earth. And he’s by no means the only 
Azub employee with such experience. 
All of that knowledge is on display in 
their Azub Six full-suspension short-
wheelbase (SWB) recumbent bike.

The Six may appear at first glance 
to be the most conventional bike in 
Azub’s lineup. It’s easy to overlook the 
old-school 20-inch front wheel/26-
inch rear configuration amidst their 
collection of trikes, off-roaders, and 
folders. The truth is that it’s really not 
that conventional at all. Every detail 
of the Six’s design is aimed at making 
it one of the best touring recumbents 
in the world.

Closer inspection reveals that 
this bike means business. The beefy 
aluminum frame is obviously built 
to take a beating. The asymmetrical 
rear swingarm is similarly stout and 
designed to keep pivot joints to a 
minimum. There is only one large 
sealed bearing. It’s a simple but very 
effective design. The flat powdercoat 
finish that Azub uses is also tougher 
than most glossy finishes I’ve seen. 
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Azubs can be ordered in nearly any 
color and individual parts can be mixed 
and matched for a very custom look.

You can order the Six with almost 
any sort of drivetrain and braking 
options you want, but when I ordered 
this bike in for review I let Honza 
choose the components and spec the 
bike out like he would if he was taking 
another one of his adventures. He made 
some interesting choices.

The most visually striking accessory 
on this particular Six are the pannier 
racks. The Six’s standard rear rack is 
combined with both their Expedition 
and Super Expedition extensions. 
This means that the Six can carry a 
whopping three pairs of panniers. The 
racks themselves all seem to be very 
well made and can handle a combined 
load of nearly 90 pounds. They also 
allow you to customize your load and 
get all of your heavier items down very 
low to the ground and between the 
wheels so that handling isn’t adversely 
affected.

Suspension is very important when 
touring on a recumbent in remote 
areas with underdeveloped roads. The 
Six came with a Suntour Epicon rear 
air shock and a MEKS carbon front 
suspension fork. Both are adjustable for 
preload and rebound and have lock-out 
features. The latter may come in very 
handy if you experience a shock failure 
in the middle of nowhere. Azub also 
provided a protective boot for the Six’s 
rear shock. 

The Azub’s suspension worked 
very well during the test. There was 
minimum power loss from suspension 
bob and the lock-out feature was great 
on smooth roads when you want just a 
bit more performance. Both lock-out 
switches were easily reachable from the 
cockpit.
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GEARING INCHES
 42           32          22
11 104        75.6        52

13 88           64           44

15 76.3        55.5    38.1

18 63.6        46.2    31.8

21 54.5        39.6    27.2

24 47.7         34.7    23.8

28 40.9        29.7    20.4

32 35.8        26.0    17.9

Azub offers several disc-brake 
options on their bikes and trikes 
but they are firm believers in 
more conventional rim brakes for 
expedition-style touring. They are 
easier to adjust, easier to get parts for, 
and have fewer failure points. The 
Shimano XT V-brakes on this Six 
functioned very well indeed, but you 
may want to consider going against 
Azub’s wishes and opting for discs if 
you plan on really loading up all six 
of those available pannier mounting 
points.

Probably the most controversial 
components on that Azub specified on 
this bike are in the drivetrain. With all 
of the options, this bike would retail for 
almost $4,000. At that price, relatively 
low-end 24-speed Shimano Alivio 

SPECIFICATIONS
AZUB SIX

Price: $3,000 base, $4,356 as tested

Seat Height: 22.5”

Bottom Bracket Height: 24.5”

Overall Length: 67-74”

Weight Limit: 275 lbs.

Frame: Aluminum 7004 T6

Rims: Remerx-X 36-Hole

Hubs: Azub sealed bearing 36-hole

Tires: Schwalbe Marathon Plus

Bottom Bracket: Shimano Deore

Crankset: Shimano Deore 22/32/22

Cassette: Shimano CS-HG51 11-32

Brake Levers: Avid Single Digit

Front Rear Derailleurs: Shimano Alivio

Brakes: Shimano XT V-Brake

Pedals: None

components are a bit of a surprise. 
Azub’s reasoning is that in remote 
countries, 9 and 10-speed components 
are still a bit hard to come by. I will 
admit that while I can’t say that the 
Alivio parts worked as well as the 
higher-end stuff I’m used to, they are 
plenty good enough for all but the 
most dedicated bike snob. The gear 
range provided by the mountain bike-
style crankset and wide-range cassette 
should also give most riders anything 
they need.

The Six can be ordered with either 
underseat (USS) or over overseat 
(OSS) steering. It can also be had with 
a hardshell or mesh seat. Azub prefers 
the OSS steering setup and hardshell 
seat for long-distance touring. The 
OSS bars are less likely to be damaged 
in a crash and more easily replaceable 
if they are. They are also a necessary 
option if you intend on using the 
Super Expedition rack extension 
located under the seat. The hardshell 
seat was chosen because it makes for a 
smaller overall package.

I found the Six to be a very 
comfortable ride. Not only does the 
suspension do an excellent job of 
smoothing out the bumps, the Azub 
is also very ergonomically refined. 
The handlebars are adjustable via a 
folding stem much like you’ll find on 
many recumbents. What sets the Six 
apart is Azub’s Ideal Position System 
(IPS). On most recumbents, you can 
either adjust the boom or the seat in 
order to dial in for leg length. Azub’s 
system allows you to adjust to get 
ideal leg extension while still keeping 
your weight centered between the 
wheels. All of the seat adjustments are 
made with Azub’s trademark red quick 
releases. 

Once everything was dialed in, the 
Six was a very pleasant place to be 
indeed. Hardshell seats don’t always fit 
me well but I’ve always liked Azub’s. 
The optional Ventisit seat cushion 
provided excellent ventilation and I 
never felt like I was sitting in a pool 
of my own sweat. Everything in the 
cockpit felt like it was exactly where it 
should be and there weren’t too many 
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distracting noises from Azub’s chain 
management system.

If you’re just getting into 
recumbents, the Six isn’t a bad choice 
for a first bike. The riding position 
isn’t too extreme, the bottom bracket 
is pretty much even with the seat 
height, and the seat isn’t as laid back as 
a high-performance bike. Low-speed 
handling is also outstanding and very 
user friendly. This is very important on 
a touring bike that may be trundling up 
mountain roads with a full load at little 
more than walking pace.

The Six’s performance won’t 
disappoint more veteran riders 
either. This is by no means a racer, 
but the stiff frame and hardshell seat 
minimize any power loss and help this 
Azub fly along. If you order it with 
just the rear rack and use some faster 
tires, it would fit right in on weekend 
group rides.

I was obviously quite impressed 
with the Six, but of course no bike 
is perfect. When Azub first started 
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making a name for themselves, it was 
as a lower-cost alternative to other 
hard-core touring recumbents from 
companies such as HPVelotechnik. 
This is no longer the case. The Six 
starts out at $3,000 but almost no 
one orders it that way. I spoke to 
a few dealers and more common 
configurations cost somewhere in 
range of $3,500 to 4,000. You can 
easily drop five or six grand on one if 
you go crazy with options. Spending 
that much on your bike may be worth 
it in the long run, but it can really cut 
into your travel budget.
That said, you are buying a bit more 
personality. The Azub Six isn’t only 
one of the most capable touring 
recumbents in the world, it is also 
endlessly customizable, comes from 
a great company with incredible 
knowledge, and is rare enough that 
you’re not likely to encounter another 
one. 

Bryan Ball is the managing editor of ’BentRider  
Online (bentrideronline.com).

unsolved cases.
“I’m sure statistically almost every-

one is a good person. We don’t want 
to give the county a bad name,” Ward 
said. “But, yeah, you could get killed. It 
happens. That area is the perfect place 
to hide a body. People from out of the 
area go there to hide bodies. There are 
hundreds of miles of back roads with 
hardly any people or law and lots of 
mine shafts.”

Covering about 4,000 square miles, 
the San Luis Valley has only about 
6,000 residents in eight small commu-
nities and just eight law enforcement 
officers, according to Ward.

“The law doesn’t have the resources 
whatsoever to cover an area that size,” 
Ward said.

Ward talked to some of the law 
enforcement officers who described 
driving, “running lights,” for 45 minutes 
before they get to the scene of a shoot-
ing or domestic violence, and when 
they get there, they’re alone.

“There’s no backup. That’s another 
45 minutes away,” Ward said. “There 
has been criticism for not attacking 
these problems, but they don’t have the 
resources to do it.”

Paul Rust said he never stops think-
ing about his brother’s disappearance, 
but “it doesn’t run my life, I’m not 
obsessed by it.” Paul said his brother has 
friends who have vowed to never stop 
searching, but he believes the case will 
only be solved if someone’s conscience 
forces them to talk.

“If we were going to find him, the 
bones would have surfaced by now,” 
Paul said.

In the meantime, Paul remembers 
the “great soul” his brother was.

“He was somebody you would have 
wanted to cross the country with 100 
or 200 years ago in a wagon,” he said. 
“Lewis and Clark would have liked to 
have had him along for the trip.”   

Dan D’Ambrosio is a staff writer covering business for 
the Burlington Free Press in Burlington, Vermont.
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