Letter

from the Editor

MORE THAN WE EVER IMAGINED
Bicycle travelers past keep bubbling up

➺ I REMEMBER when I first

became aware of Adventure
Cycling Association. I had
recently graduated from the
University of Montana and
had also recently begun doing
three- and four-day backcountry
mountain bike trips with some
friends on many of the logging
roads that radiate outward from
Missoula in just about every
direction. For the most part, we carried our gear in backpacks
because they were the only packs we knew of to haul stuff
around. This method was far from optimal, but it got the job
done.
One day, one of these friends said he’d heard of this place
downtown called Bikecentennial and that we should check
it out. I agreed, but we never actually did. Flash forward
a few months and I was sitting in what is now Adventure
Cycling Association’s Cyclists’ Lounge being interviewed for
a position in Bikecentennial’s sales department. I remember
thinking it was extremely odd that I hadn’t known about this
place before my friend had mentioned it, despite it being
right under our noses. We had walked by it more times than
we could count and still had not connected the dots.
Well, I got the job and, as the old saying goes, the rest is
history. I dove right in. Bike travel became my favorite thing
to do. I spread the word and bent the ear of whoever might
listen, and I gained a few new willing partners from the backpacking community.
After about 18 months as part of the sales team, I was
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recruited into the publications department as editor of
The Cyclists’ Yellow Pages (CYP). It was great. Investigating
worldwide resources for traveling cyclists was a hoot. And
then came the World Wide Web, which opened up research
possibilities none of us knew were possible. With the virtual
world at my fingertips, the publication grew and grew and I
became Adventure Cycling’s Information Specialist.
Which brings us to today, and another thing I find strange.
During all that time digging up resources for the CYP, I
almost never came across stories of bicycle travelers past.
When we heard about the U.S. Army’s 25th Bicycle Corps
who, in 1987, rode rudimentary mountain bikes from
Missoula to St. Louis, Missouri, we were thrilled. But very few
stories of other bike travelers of that time followed. Now we
know better. The world was teeming with adventure cyclists.
Beginning with the article “The Last Ride of Frank Lenz” by
Geof Koss in 2009, we’ve been publishing articles about many
others who were adventurously using bicycles to travel great
distances in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
In this issue, we continue following the exploits of Thomas
Allen and William Sachtleben as they launch their pan-Asia
bicycle adventure from Greece. We also continue to publish
the stories of many more of these early bicycle travelers
courtesy of John Weiss, who is a seemingly limitless wealth of
resources about these people.
We really enjoy creating these bicycle-travel-history issues
and we hope you like reading them equally as much. Enjoy.
Michael Deme
Editor-in-Chief, Adventure Cyclist
editor@adventurecycling.org
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