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Road Test

Bike Friday
The New World Tourist Select is a terrific folder for touring

by Patrick O’Grady

“Let’s see you pop a wheelie on that thing!” a neighbor jeered good-
naturedly from his porch as I took a freshly assembled 2011 Bike 
Friday New World Tourist Select on a shakedown cruise around the 
block.“I’m not sure I can,” I replied, glancing down at what appeared to be a Softride 
IT in its larval stage before shedding its seat tube and growing a beam. There’s no
getting around it: A Bike Friday looks — different. After unboxing, unfolding, and
assembling a New World 
Tourist Select, you feel as 
though some crucial bits are 
missing. Like, say, a top tube, 
a second bottle cage on the 
front of the seat tube, big-boy 
wheels.

But throw a leg over the 
top tube — uh, step over the 
down tube — clip into the 
pedals, and roll away from 
the garage, and you’ll find the 
darned thing is a bicycle after 
all. Go figure.

I hadn’t ridden a bike 
with 20-inch wheels since 
the late 1990s at the Cactus 
Cup mountain-bike race 
outside Phoenix. I was sharing a room 
with a colleague, Pete Van Nuys, and 
we’d both brought bikes, hoping 
to squeeze in some spring training 
between chores.

Pete’s bike was a 20-incher, one he’d 
built himself and, as a high priest in the 
Church of the Small Wheel, he insisted 
that I take it for a spin. I complied but 
remained unconverted. I was still rac-
ing then and something of a snob about 
machinery.

Some years later, I had my second 
encounter with small wheels during 
the Adventure Cycling Association’s 
Southern Arizona Road Adventure 
(see the July 2010 edition of Adventure 
Cyclist). As a noob, I had been fretting 
over which of my bikes would be best 

suited to five days of supported touring. 
Once in Tucson, I learned the answer — 
any of them. People were riding every-
thing from top-shelf carbon wonderbikes 
to garage-sale beaters to — wait for it! 
— Bike Fridays.

So when BF special projects manager 
John “Raz” Rezell asked if I was inter-
ested in test-piloting one of his bikes, I 
said sure. There’s no escaping destiny, 
even when it sneaks up on 20-inch 
wheels.

Raz and I once worked together at 
VeloNews, where he claims I was person-
ally responsible for the creation of an 
editorial board, which is cheaper than 
lawyers. But that was years ago, the 
magazine no longer exists as such, and 
Raz proved there were no lingering hard 
feelings by upgrading my medium New 

World Tourist Select’s cranks 
to 175 millimeters from 170 
and throwing in a front rack, 
a kickstand, and a hard-shell 
Samsonite TravelCase.

Unpacking and unfold-
ing went smoothly. The New 
World Tourist comes without 
pedals, which was not sur-
prising, and without a saddle, 
which was. “When you order, 
we ask, and if you want, we 
throw something on or order 
something special,” said Raz.

It makes sense. If you’re 
buying a folder, it’s unlikely 
you’re a velo-virgin — by the 
time you’re addicted enough 

to shop for a bike you can stuff into 
a trunk or a suitcase, you’ve probably 
already developed any number of per-
fectly defensible biases about where you 
put your fanny and feet. I certainly have 
and tapped my parts cache for a Selle 
Italia Flite saddle and a beat-up pair of 
Time ATAC pedals.

The bike was ready to ride. But was I?
Permit me one more spin in the way-

back machine. I joined VeloNews in 1989 
because I was daffy for bike racing. I 
stopped pinning on numbers 15 years 
later, but it was a good long while before 
I finally quit shaving my legs. To this 
day, my cycling kit has sponsors’ logos 
scattered all over it.

So I felt self-conscious about taking the 
New World Tourist — which is to a racing 

bike as a Smart car is to a Formula 1 — for 
its inaugural spin. People will stare, I 
thought. They might even talk. And I 
was right because my neighbor gave me a 
horselaugh right out of the gate.

But so what? Abandon your precon-
ceived notions and ride the damn bike. 
Like any other two-wheeler, riding a 
New World Tourist is way more fun than 
many other things you can do with your 
clothes on, and it’s a good deal more ver-
satile than whatever a wanna-be racer is 
riding.

For starters, when folded, a New 
World Tourist takes up about as much 
space as the spare tire in your Subaru. 
I know this because I hauled mine to 
the 2011 Interbike trade show in a 2005 
Forester.

And once you unfold it, you’re good 
to go pretty much wherever. I’ve rid-
den this NWT in Las Vegas, Santa Fe, 
Flagstaff, and Colorado Springs, on 
buckled blacktop, immaculate concrete, 
dirt roads, and even a BMX pump track. 
Hey, why not? It has 20-inch wheels — 
stout 32-hole, double-wall Alex DM18 
rims wearing Kevlar-belted 20 x 1.5-inch 
Primo Comet tires — and I figured that 
if people were going to stare, I’d give ’em 
something to look at.

By the way, the Comet is a great tire 
for a town whose roads boast potholes 
that look like portals to another dimen-
sion. It’s very nearly bulletproof — the 
rear once picked up what looked like a 
medieval caltrop on a crumbling stretch 
of chip-seal bike path, but I made it 
home without incident, and only when 
I jerked the offending bit of metal from 
the tire did it go whissssssssht.

The Select drivetrain is a mix of 
SRAM X-5 paddle shifters, X-4 rear 
derailer and PG950 11-28 cassette with 
an eight-speed MicroSHIFT front derail-
er, and a 130-millimeter BCD Driveline 
triple crankset (53/42/30). 

This choir harmonized just fine if you 
like paddle shifters, which I don’t (too 
long of a throw and my left thumb works 
poorly). The BF H-bar works fine, but 
the cockpit seemed a little crowded with 
shifter pods and brake levers plus a cat’s 
cradle of cables.

Deceleration comes courtesy of Avid 
Single Digit 7 brakes, which are excellent 
stoppers. The rear brake is mounted atop 
the chainstays.

Without racks and bags, the New 
World Tourist accelerates, corners, and 
brakes like a cat in a dog park. The 
straight-gauge, 4130-chromoly, made-in-
Oregon frameset provides a comfortable, 
bump-muffling ride, and once rolling 
the bike doesn’t feel as though it weighs 
nearly 29 pounds (that’s with pedals, 
racks, and kickstand).

The rear rack is rated for 65 pounds 
and the front for 25. But I’m not, so I 
started with 33 pounds in rear-mounted 
Arkel B-40 panniers. Pushed all the way 
to the back of the rack, they were well 
clear of my heels, but the bike felt light 
in the front end, like a canoe with a fat 
guy in back. When I added 17 pounds 
in a pair of Arkel B-24s to the front rack, 
stability returned.

Extended climbing with weight is no 
problem with the New World Tourist’s 
low end of 30 x 28 (19.7 gear inches). 
I found myself bottomed out a couple 
of times on steep pitches, but that says 
more about me than about the bike.

Anyway, my minimal issues were 
hardly deal breakers. Raz explained that 
Bike Friday created its Select components 
group “... to simplify designing a bike 
for individuals who want to leave it up 
to us.” This also lets the company buy in 
bulk for better pricing, but fussbudgets 
like me can still make any alterations we 
care to with a simple phone call.

“It begins with a $100 charge, but 
you can raise or lower the overall price, 
depending on what you sub,” he said. 
“That is really our calling card more than 
anything — we make the bike of your 
dreams.”

At Raz’s suggestion, I discussed the 
changes I might like with sales consul-
tant Walter Lapchynski, and we came up 
with the following: Lose the stock H-bar 
for a drop bar; replace the paddle shift-
ers and Avid brake levers with Dura-Ace 
bar-cons and Cane Creek Drop V levers; 
swap the X-4 rear derailer for a Shimano 

Specifications: New World Tourist Select
Specifications: 2011 New World Tourist 

Select
Price: $1,998 (pedals and saddle not 

included)
Sizes available: 52cm, 56cm, 60cm
Size tested: 56cm
Weight: 28.7 pounds with saddle, pedals, 

racks, and kickstand

TEST BIKE MEASUREMENTS
Seat mast: 20 inches, center to top
Top tube: n/a
Head tube angle: 73°
Seat tube angle: 73°
Chainstays: 16 3/4
Seat height above ground: 40 inches
Bottom bracket drop: 1 5/8 inches
Crank spindle height above ground: 11 

3/8 inches
Fork rake: 1 21/32 inches (42mm)
Wheelbase: 40 5/8 inches
Standover height: 21 inches
Frame: Straight-gauge 4130 chromoly with 

eyelets for rear rack; fender attachment 
points; three bottle-cage mounts (third 
doubles as mount point for a strap to lock 
in tire when folded). Color: Cream Soda 
Blue (other colors available)

Fork: 4130 chromoly with rack/fender 
eyelets

Rims: Alex DM18, 32 holes
Spokes: 14g stainless, cross three
Hubs: Chosen sealed bearings

Tires: Primo Comet, 20x1.5 inch
Crank: Driveline triple (53/42/30), 175mm
Front derailleur: MicroSHIFT FD-R438 

triple braze-on 
Rear derailleur: SRAM X-4
Shift levers: SRAM X-5
Brake levers: Avid FR-5
Brakes: Avid Single Digit 7
Pedals: Not included
Seat post: Uno 28.8x350mm
Stem: BF ahead style, 75mm, 15° rise
Handlebar: BF Touring BTI-H bar, 48mm
Headset: BF alloy
Saddle: Not included
Cassette: SRAM PG950 11-12-13-14-16-

18-21-24-28, 9-speed
Chain: KMC X9.93
Bottle cage: Cateye Flexible
Gearing in inches:

                    53           42           30
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 
18 
21 
24 
28 

Contact: Bike Friday, (800) 777-0258; 3364 
W. 11th Ave, Eugene, OR 97402, bike 
friday.com; info@bikefriday.com.
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WHEN RUSS ROCA AND LAURA CRAWFORD ROLLED INTO ADVENTURE CYCLING in July of 2011, they 
weren’t strangers to bicycle touring. They’d sold all of their belongings in 2009 to travel by bicycle. 
Russ said, “We stopped wondering about the rest of the world, and went out to experience it.” The 
couple avoided planning their route unless absolutley necessary. “We’ve discovered that not plan-
ning keeps things much more interesting!” said Laura. 

Russ and Laura began their tour on standard bicycles, but for the second leg of their journey 
they decided to switch to folding bikes. The plan was to pair train travel with cycling as they mean-
dered across the Northern U.S. and through Canada. Said Laura: “We think the train is overlooked 
as a contemporary means of travel … and as much as we love our Surlys [standard bikes] they’re 

just not as simple to use during multi-modal travel.”
Not nearly as large or beefy as their big-wheeled cousins, would 

the Bromptons be up for loaded touring? In short, yes. Russ and Laura 
didn’t have any problem packing them up. Among his regular camp-
ing supplies, Russ carried several cameras, lenses, a video camera, 
and an external hard drive. Laura toted along a portable metalwork-
ing studio, which she uses to craft headbadges and jewelry during 
downtime. Because the bikes can’t handle quite as much weight as 
traditional touring bikes, Laura and Russ each carry a backpack as 
well. When they’re ready to get on a train, they simply strip their 

bikes down and fold them into a piece of luggage that measures 23” x 22.2” x 10.6.” The transition 
takes only a matter of minutes.

In the spring of 2012, after an open-ended bicycle journey that has lasted for three years, (includ-
ing 4,000 miles on the Bromptons) the couple has decided to make their home-base in Portland, 
Oregon, for the summer, but they’ll continue to focus on promoting and supporting bicycle travel. 
You can check out all their wonderful projects at pathlesspedaled.com.

 
From Adventure Cycling’s National Bicycle Touring Portrait Collection. © 2012 Adventure Cycling Association.

know when to Fold ’em
by Sarah Raz   Photograph by Greg Siple

Check out Russ and Laura’s fun video about their recent bike overnight from Portland to Ainsworth State Park! Visit bikeovernights.org
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Comfortable.
Anatomical.
Multi-Level.
Ergonomic.
Perforated.
Hygienic.
Durable.
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Deore; and trade the 11-28 cassette for 
an 11-34.

The changes added $216 to the stock 
New World Tourist’s price of $1,998, 
bringing my final tab to $2,214. That’s 
not a heck of a lot of money for get-
ting personal assistance from a 12-year 
employee in partially customizing an 
American-made bike that you can take 
anywhere — and I mean anywhere — 
the spirit moves you.

The Bike Friday forum is full of folks 
discussing trips around Singapore, 
Vancouver, Australia, and, well, every-
where. And Robert M. Goldstein once 
rode his New World Tourist across 
Finland, from Helsinki to the Barents Sea, 
through foul weather and endless forests 
pockmarked with grim reminders of 
the Finnish resistance against the Soviet 
invasion of 1939. He subsequently wrote 
a book about that journey — Riding 
With Reindeer: A Bicycle Odyssey Through 
Finland, Lapland and Arctic Norway.

My travels were less exotic, with nary 
a reindeer recorded, so you shouldn’t 
expect a book any time soon. You may be 
pleased to learn that I did pop a wheelie 
eventually. Alas, my chortling neighbor 
had long since gone indoors.

Note: This review covers the 2011 
New World Tourist Select, which came 
with a rear rack, a Driveline triple crank-
set, and a BF alloy headset. The 2012 
edition has a Cane Creek headset and 
FSA Gossamer cranks but no rack (it’s 
gone from standard to optional). Also 
available for 2012: the 20th Anniversary 
New World Tourist USA, which recalls 
the model’s original diamond-frame 
design with as many American bits 
as Bike Friday could hang on it. The 
New World Tourist USA sports White 
Industries hubs, bottom bracket, and 
Quick Draw crankset; Paul Components 
V-brakes, levers, and thumb-shifter 
mounts; an L.H. Thomson Elite seat post; 
Selle Anatomica saddle and bar tape; 
and Ironweed panniers, among others. 
Act fast and dig deep — only 20 will be 
made at a cost of $5,999.   

Patrick O’Grady has written and cartooned about 
cycling since 1989 for VeloNews, Bicycle Retailer and 
Industry News, and a variety of other publications. 
To read more from Patrick, visit maddogmedia.word 
press.com.
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yoU Get a JerSey. 
why ShoUldn’t 

yoUr Feet?

Small/Medium/Large/XLarge $9.95

adventurecycling.org/store

75% ultra-wicking micro-denier acrylic, 
15% nylon, and 10% spandex.
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